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the cost-of-living allowance. In effect,
this amendment allows grantees to cut
services for children and kick children
out of the Head Start program if Con-
gress does not appropriate ever-higher
funding amounts for Head Start.

I think all of us want to service as
many children as we can, and we want
to have as high an appropriation level
as we can, but if we fail to appropriate
higher numbers, I don’t think we
should take it out on the children. I
ask my colleagues, is Head Start an
early education program or a jobs pro-
gram?

We believe the purpose of Head Start
is to help our Nation’s most vulnerable
youngsters lay the foundation for a
very successful academic future. This
misguided amendment has the poten-
tial for denying these children Head
Start services, and I therefore urge my
colleagues to oppose the amendment.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-
tion is on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
CARNAHAN).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chairman announced that the ayes
appeared to have it.

Mr. McKEON. Mr. Chairman, I de-
mand a recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Missouri will be
postponed.

AMENDMENT NO. 10 OFFERED BY MR. CUELLAR

The Acting CHAIRMAN. It is now in
order to consider amendment No. 10
printed in House Report 110-116.

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Chairman, I offer
an amendment.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk
will designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment No. 10 offered by Mr. CUELLAR:

Page 163, after line 3, insert the following
(and make such technical and conforming
changes as may be appropriate):

‘‘(ii) a description of the type of assess-
ment or assessments used to determine the
rate of progress made by limited English pro-
ficient children;”.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to
House Resolution 348, the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. CUELLAR) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, I rise today to encour-
age my colleagues to support my
amendment to the Improving Head
Start Act of 2007.

First of all, I would like to thank
Chairman MILLER, Ranking Member
MCKEON, Chairman KILDEE and Rank-
ing Member CASTLE for bringing this
legislation to the floor.

Ensuring that Head Start continues
to serve our communities is important
to all of wus. This straightforward
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amendment builds upon the strong
foundation of this year’s reauthoriza-
tion. The reauthorization requires the
Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices to conduct a study of Head Start
students with limited English pro-
ficiency.

Studies have proven that the easiest
time to learn a new language is when a
child is young. With this in mind, early
childhood is an important time for stu-
dents with limited English proficiency
to improve their grasp of the English
language. Students who are fluent in
multiple languages are better posi-
tioned to perform well in school.

The legislation requires studies of
the progress limited English pro-
ficiency students make towards pro-
ficiency. The amendment that I offer
simply asks that the assessment used
to determine progress in the English
language skill development be de-
scribed.

The explanation of what is used is
important for a couple of reasons.
First, Head Start service providers will
become more uniform in their instruc-
tion. If a description of assessment is
not required, however, there may be a

higher likelihood that it will become
arbitrary.
Second, educators learn from the

practices of their colleagues. By having
all Head Start providers describe the
assessments they use, meaningful in-
formation will be gathered to help edu-
cators get ideas and make better in-
formed decisions about their own prac-
tices. Enhancing consistency and shar-
ing methods are meaningful ways we
can help students with limited English
proficiency make the progress that
they need to make.

My amendment is supported by the
National Council of La Raza, the Na-
tional Education Association, the
Texas Migrant Council and the Texas
Head Start Association. I urge my col-
leagues to support my amendment.

Mr. Chairman, I yield 1 minute to
Chairman MILLER, the gentleman from
California.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
I thank the gentleman, and I rise in
support of his amendment. I think his
explanation is correct, that this will
provide not only perhaps more uni-
formity in terms of the assessments,
but also communications between pro-
grams as to which assessments are
really working and which assessments
are appropriate for this purpose. I
think it is a good amendment, and I
would hope that we would accept it. I
thank the gentleman for offering it.

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Chairman, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. McCKEON. Mr. Chairman, I rise to
claim the time in opposition, even
though I support the gentleman’s
amendment.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Without ob-
jection, the gentleman from California
is recognized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Chairman, I rise in
support of the amendment. I think it
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makes the bill stronger. Examining the
number of children who are limited in
English proficiency and monitoring the
progress of these children is important
to their mastery of the English lan-
guage and will help determine future
successes for these students in meeting
the same challenging State academic
content and student academic achieve-
ment standards that all children are
expected to meet.

I support the amendment, and I en-
courage our colleagues to support the
amendment.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Chairman, again,
I want to thank Chairman MILLER,
Ranking Member MCKEON, Chairman
KILDEE and Ranking Member CASTLE
for their support. And again, I ask for
their support on this amendment and
on the reauthorization of the Head
Start Act of 2007.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Chairman, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-
tion is on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
CUELLAR).

The amendment was agreed to.

AMENDMENT NO. 11 OFFERED BY MR. SHULER

The Acting CHAIRMAN. It is now in
order to consider amendment No. 11
printed in House Report 110-116.

Mr. SHULER. Mr. Chairman, I offer
an amendment.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk
will designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment No. 11 offered by Mr. SHULER:

Page 2, line 4, insert ‘‘(a) SHORT TITLE. .

Page 2, after line 5, insert the following:

(b) SENSE OF THE CONGRESS.—The Con-
gress—

(1) finds that—

(A) while the steady economic growth and
low inflation in the United States has yield-
ed unprecedented prosperity, many children
and families in this country have not bene-
fited from this prosperity and continue to be
socioeconomically disadvantaged,

(B) many community- and faith-based or-
ganizations have expertise in moving indi-
viduals and families from dependency to self-
sufficiency by providing families with the
tools and skills they need to participate in
the community and contribute to our econ-
omy,

(C) the Head Start Act was established to
help prepare low-income young children to
succeed in school and in life by addressing
the needs of the whole child and providing
comprehensive services such as health and
nutrition,

(D) research confirms that children who at-
tend Head Start programs enter school bet-
ter prepared than low-income children who
do not attend the program, are less likely to
need special education services, to repeat a
grade, or commit crimes in adolescence, and
are more likely to graduate from high
school,

(E) community- and faith-based organiza-
tions have participated in Head Start pro-
grams since the enactment of the Head Start
Act in 1965 and continue to serve more than
90,000 children and their families,

(F') parents have an integral role in the de-
velopment and implementation of Head



